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FRIENDS CELEBRATE 20th 
ANNIVERSARY 

 

On May 23rd the Friends of the Brockville Museum 
celebrated their 20th anniversary with an evening of 
fond remembrances and delicious hors d'oeuvres 
and wine.  Recently retired Curator/Director Bonnie 
Burke returned to the museum to narrate a 
slideshow that highlighted many of the 
achievements of the Friends since its establishment 
in 1993. Former Director, Deb Emerton, was also on 
hand for the celebration to recognize founding 
Friends member, Elliott Parker, for his many years of 
service. Friends co-chair, Doug Smith, announced 
that the Friends were making a gift to the Museum in 
honour of Elliott for the refurbishment of the hat 
display and that the room would carry his name.    
Incoming Curator/Director, Natalie Wood and Chair 
of the Board of Management, Brian Porter both 
presented congratulatory and appreciative speeches 
to the audience of fifty who had come to mark the 
festive occasion. 
 

The objectives of the Friends of the Brockville 
Museum are to promote public awareness of the 
Brockville Museum; to promote and preserve the 
Museum, its collections and its historical 
environment; to enhance the Museum’s educational 
and cultural programs; and to provide financial and 
material support to the maintenance of the Museum 
programs.  Annually, the Friends of the Brockville 
Museum contribute much-needed funds towards 
Museum advertising and conservation materials, 
among other things.  The Friends Executive meet 
monthly at the Museum to discuss fundraising 
events and initiatives.    If you would like to be more 
involved in planning events and making decisions, 
there is currently some vacancy on the Friends 
Executive Committee.  Contact the Museum for 
information. 
 

On behalf of the staff and board of management, 
“Thank You” and “Congratulations” to all our 
Friends!  
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Brockville Stetsons 

When the John B. Stetson Company purchased 
the Wolthausen Hat factory in 1935, Brockville 
became the first city outside of Philadelphia to 
manufacture Stetson hats.  The Stetson plant in 
Brockville made a variety of hats from the 
widely known white cowboy Stetson to fine 
felt dress hats like the “Sovereign” or the 
“Royal Stetson” to a more rakish line called 
the “Playboy”.  The Brockville plant also had 
the distinction of producing all Stetson hats for 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.  Hats 
manufactured in Brockville were shipped all 
over Canada and the United States. 

The John B. Stetson Company plant closed 
May 21st, 1970, ending an almost 70 year hat 
making history in Brockville.  At the time of its 
closure, the plant employed 158 workers.  The 
major reason for the plant’s closure was a 
decline in demand, with local business falling 
off by 50% in the 15 years preceding the 

closure.  Plant president, Alex Higginson 
explained at the time, “It is no mystery why 
we are closing the plant, just take a walk 
down the street and you’ll see the answer- 
most people just aren’t wearing hats any 
more”. 
 

New Hat Display 

The Brockville Museum will be unveiling its 
refurbished hat display this fall, which was 
made possible by a generous donation  by the 
Friends of the Brockville Museum in honour 
of long serving- and founding member- Elliott 
Parker.  The refreshed display will feature 
interactive technology and new signage.   
 
In preparation for this display, the Brockville 

Museum is seeking donations of made in 
Brockville Stetson Hats for the museum’s 
educational collection.  If you’d like to donate 
a Stetson please contact the museum at 613-
342-4397, email museum@brockville.com or 
drop by during business hours. 

Stetson’s 1949 Brockville Parade Float. 
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From the Photographic Archive…. 

As the saying goes, “a picture is worth a 
thousand words”, which is why photographs 
are so important to a community museum’s 
collection.  They capture history first hand and 
freeze it in time and when put together with 
other photographs can tell a story.  They have 
the ability to take us back in our own 
memories and can help us understand what 
came before.  Images speak a universal 
language.  

 The Brockville Museum has nearly 
29,000 photographs in its archival collection.  
These images are used by researchers and the 
museum to interpret and understand the past.  
Sometimes, they are even used to decorate an 

office or a public space as a reminder of where 
we have come from.  Volunteers at the 
Brockville Museum have been working to 
digitize and preserve these photographs, and 
to date, nearly 21,000 images have been 
scanned and digitized.  In the coming years the 
Brockville Museum hopes to make these 
photographs more accessible to the public by 
making its collection searchable online. 

 In order to highlight the museum’s 
photographic collection, we will be 
introducing a new segment to our newsletters 
featuring photographs from the archives.  In 
this issue, we showcase Hardy Park.  We hope 
you will enjoy!   

This property was the site of 
Smart Manufacturing Co. Ltd 
between 1854 and 1965.  When 
the plant closed in 1965, Senator 
A.C. Hardy bought the property 
and donated it to the City of 
Brockville to be used as a public 
park.  The buildings were soon 
demolished and the land was 
transformed into a green space. 
The park, named in honour of 
Senator Hardy, is well used by 
Brockville families and today 
feature mature trees and a fully 
accessible playground. 

Hardy Park 
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Recent Donations to the Museum 

Since putting out the call for donations of Stetson 

hats, the Brockville Museum has received two 

very interesting donations that sparked much 

conversation at the August Collection Committee 

Meeting.  One was a miniature plastic Stetson 

complete with box.  These were used  like gift 

certificates.  The second was a  typical felt Stetson 

Hat, but the box that it came with was enormous 

(when used with a divider could store two hats). 

The Collection Committee meets on the second 

Thursday of each month to discuss incoming 

donations and make decisions about accepting 

the items discussed into the collection.   

A miniature Stetson complete with hat box and a typical 

Stetson with  a double hat box were recently donated to 

the Brockville Museum. 

A birch-bark canoe made by T.I.S.S. students is on 

temporary display in the museum’s lobby. 

Currently on Display at the 

Brockville Museum:  

T.I.S.S. Birch Bark Canoe 
 

This past school year students in Mr. David 

Sheridan’s grade nine Native Studies class at 

Thousand Islands Secondary School worked 

on building an historical birch bark canoe 

under the guidance of Algonquin craftsman 

Chuck Commanda and his wife, Janet.  The 

canoe was successfully launched during the 

Tall Ships Festival, June 15th, in Brockville.  

The canoe will eventually go onto permanent 

display at the Upper Canada District School 

Board office, but until then it is on temporary 

display at the Brockville Museum.  The public 

is encouraged to stop by the museum to view 

this incredible piece of craftsmanship. 
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& 
Local Wines  

A five course dinner in support of the Brockville Museum 

Wednesday, August 28th, 2013 @ 6PM 

Advance Ticket Purchase 

Required 

Available at the Brockville 

Museum and the Barley Mow 

$50/person 

Located at 2444 Parkedale Ave, Brockville 

~ MENU ~ 

Each course will be paired with wine 

Guacamole & Pico de Gallo 

Spicy Thai Salad 

Chimichurri Beef Tenderloin Skewers 

Mussels 

Sticky Toffee Pudding 

 

613-342-4397 
Contact the Brockville Museum for more information 
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A Word from our Summer Student 
 

Hello, I was very happy to return to the 
Brockville Museum this season as the Summer 
Program Coordinator, having volunteered for the 
Museum’s past children’s programs.  It has been 
a great opportunity for me to plan and conduct 
entertaining and educational programming and I 
am thoroughly enjoying the job! A lot of 
preparation went into these five programs and 
each one continues to exceed my expectations of 
how much fun can be had, as we continue to try a 
variety of games, recipes and crafts! It has been 
great to meet so many sweet, clever, charming 
and energetic kids and it has been a pleasure 
getting to know them. My favourite activities to 
do with the kids thus far, have been the 
volcanoes in the Tropical Paradise Program, the 
Stop Motion films we made for our Art of 
Cinema, the Chef hats when we had Kids in the 
Kitchen (literally!) and I can’t wait to make ice 
cream, share some stories about Arctic 
inhabitants and make disguises in the next two 
programs, the Amazing Arctic and the Pink Paw 
Mysteries. 
 

Thank you to everyone for welcoming me back! 
Thank you to Natalie for hiring me, Amy for 
sharing her programming skills, Viktor for 
volunteer assistance, Cathy for keeping me 
organized and thank you to the Volunteers! In 
particular, thank you to the ones who have come 
in to help with programs; Declan, Laura, Eva, 
Dakota, Shirley and Amanda. It will be 
bittersweet leaving as I enjoy my time at the 
Brockville Museum, however I will be sure to 
visit in between classes at Concordia! 

“Kids in the Kitchen” group shot. 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 

First impressions are so very important!  If you 
enjoy interacting with the public and can see 
yourself as the public face of the museum, we 
are looking for Visitor Services Volunteers.  
This is an ideal position for amiable people and 
is also a great introduction to the museum if you 
wish to later broaden your volunteer role at the 
museum.  If you are able to draw upon your 
own prior experience in dealing with the public 
as well as handling monetary transactions, that 
would be even better.   
 
If you would like to support the museum by vol-
unteering, please email volunteer coordinator 
Viktor at vkaczkowski@brockville.com or call 
613 342 4397.  

In June, our summer student, Oneida had the opportunity 
to visit the CKWS studios in Kingston for a live interview 
with Bill Hall on “First @ 5” to promote the Kids’ Summer 
Programs.  It proved to be a great opportunity for this Film 
Major to get behind the scenes of a television studio.  The 
Brockville Museum would like to recognize the Young 
Canada Works program, through which our summer 
student position is funded. 

mailto:vkaczkowski@brockville.com
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Settler Weekend at Charleston 
Lake Provincial Park 

 

It's been a very busy start to the summer 
season at the Brockville Museum: kids' 
summer camps, special events,  group visits 
and our regular programming fill the summer 
days.  But one of our largest off-site special 
events has just wrapped up its 5th year: the 
annual Settler Weekend at Charleston Lake 
Provincial Park!  The highlight of the weekend 
are the Saturday morning activities. 

Park staff, museum staff and volunteers set up 
stations around the Visitor Centre lawn for 
participants.  Visitors are able to try cutting 
wood with a crosscut saw, learn rug hooking, 
write with a quill pen (with homemade walnut 
shell ink), dress up in settler clothes, play old-
fashioned games and more. 

Children are also called into school by our own 
Miss Kerr (played by Amy, of course).  Kids 
were challenged with a spelling bee, but Miss 
Kerr left disappointed, not only in her scholars' 
abilities but also in their choice of clothing!  

Other stations included an artifacts table with 
objects from a site in the park, making a 
thaumatrope, checking out the tin ware, 
exploring natural dyes and even washing 
clothes on a washboard.   

In just two-and-a-half hours, 400 people came 

to try all the activities.  This is a new 
attendance record for the event that Charleston 
Lake started nine years ago. 

On Sunday evening, a campfire program was 
coordinated by Amy.  We told stories and 
legends from the area and sang songs.  Other 
activities included a cornhusking competition 
and tea leaf reading.   70 people were on hand 
for this program. 

This year’s Settler Weekend was presented in 
partnership with the Charleston Lake Provincial 
Park,  the Brockville Museum, the Whitehorne 
family and was sponsored by the Friends of 
Charleston Lake Park.  

After many years of assisting with the Settler 
Activities, the Whitehorne family decided this 
would be their final year of involvement.  The 
Brockville Museum is also retiring from the 
event.   

Settler Weekend has been a great event and a 
wonderful partnership… and with the huge 
attendance, a great way to end. 

Thank you to Natalie and Robin for running 
stations on Saturday, Jane Cuthbert for teaching 
rug hooking, the staff of CLPP for manning 
stations, Ron and Connie Whitehorne for their 
artifacts, woodworking tools and for 
volunteering for 8 years and to the Friends of 
Charleston Lake Park for their financial support. 

What a wonderful way to take people back in 
time! 

Miss Kerr (Amy) challenges children to an old fash-

ioned spelling bee as part of Settler Weekend (2010). 

 

MUSEUM HOURS OF OPERATION 

 

Labour Day to Victoria Day 

Monday—Friday: 10 a.m to 5 p.m  

 

Victoria Day to Labour Day 

Monday—Saturday: 10 a.m—5 p.m 

Sunday: 1 p.m—5 p.m 
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A Brockville Museum  

Boat Cruise 

Celebrate the Bridge’s 75th!Celebrate the Bridge’s 75th!Celebrate the Bridge’s 75th!   

Tuesday, September 10th 

Brockville, ON 

    CALL 613-342-4397 TO RESERVE TODAY! 
 

Departing Blockhouse Island @ 

10am and returning @ 4pm 

Travel on board the Sea Fox II  

Lunch included 

Enjoying the beautiful fall scenery 

through the Brockville Narrows, 

the Shipping Channel and both the 

Canadian and American spans of 

the bridge. 

$90 for members 

$95 for yet-to-be-members 
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Fort Henry and More:  
Our July 6th Bus Tour to Kingston 

 

Kingston was the destination of our most recent 
bus tour held on July 6!  We departed Brockville 
on an exceptionally pleasant summer day and 
headed toward our first destination, the 
Communications and Electronics Museum at CFB 
Kingston.  While I wasn’t sure if the museum 
would be interesting enough for everyone, I was 
proven very wrong!  The museum provided a 
fascinating look at the role military 
communications have played over the years and 
the people involved.  The displays were excellent 
and our guide Annette was a wonderful 
raconteur.  Highlights included “Erintrude”, a 
stuffed mallard duck, mascot of the Signal Corps 
(albeit for a brief time), an excellent look at the 
DEW Line during the Cold War, and some of the 
original sculptural models for the monument at 
Vimy Ridge.  
 
We continued on to Fort Henry for a three-course 
dinner evening meal served by soldier-servants 
in the officers’ dining rooms.  With a setting that 
emulated the officers’ quarters during the 1830s, 
we were invited to treat the wait staff accordingly 
(we quickly discovered that it is virtually 
impossible for a Canadian not to say please and 
thank you).  After a substantial meal we were 
then escorted to the balcony overlooking the 
parade ground to watch the Sunset ceremony. It 
proved to be a dramatic evening of marching, 
music, cannon fire, and a goat!  Summer students 
dressed in uniform put on a wonderful show, 
enhanced by the fort’s new light show.  Overall, 
the excursion could not have been more perfect, 
as was evident by the sound of contented snoring 
on the bus ride home! 

Tall Ships Festival 2013 
 

June 15th and 16th was indeed a very busy 
weekend in downtown Brockville!  The 
streets were lined with visitors eager to see 
the spectacular tall ships that had anchored 
on our shores.  It was very exciting to see so 
many people enjoy their visit to our fair city.  
Brockville Museum employees and 
volunteers did their part to promote and 
celebrate the festival, including dressing up 
in 1812 period costume to adorn the 
backdrop for national media coverage.   
Congratulations to everyone who made the 
weekend festival a great success! 

Celebrating the Tall Ships Festival in 1812 style (l-r): re-
enactor, Stuart Fisher, Brockville Museum Director, 
Natalie Wood, Brockville Museum volunteer, Rene 
Porter and Museum Chair, Brian Porter. 

Joel, Natalie, Oneida, Emma and Shirley greeted vis-
itors at the Friends of the Brockville Museum 
“Celebrity Server” event at Boston Pizza, June 12th.  
The event raised $300 for the Friends.  Thank you to 
everyone who came out and supported us!  (Photo 
courtesy of SNAP Brockville). 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
“Local Wines & Global Flavours” 

at The Barley Mow Wednesday, August 28, 
2013, 6 pm. If you enjoy a relaxing evening of 
food and wine, please join us!  Let the 
accomplished staff at The Barley Mow guide 
you on a gastronomic adventure focusing on 
some lovely Ontario wines paired with five 
superb courses reflecting tastes and aromas 
from around the world.  Images of global 
travel will provide a visual backdrop for this 
evening of exploration and wonder.  Tickets 
(advance purchase only) are only $50 per 
person and are available at the Brockville 
Museum or The Barley Mow, located at 2444 
Parkedale Ave.   

Celebrate the 1000 Islands Bridge Boat 
Cruise:  Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 10:00 
a.m. – 4 p.m. This year marks the 75th 
anniversary of the opening of the 1000 Island 
Bridge.  Celebrate this engineering 
achievement by joining us on the tour boat 
Sea Fox II.   Departing from her dock on 
Blockhouse Island you will be treated to a 
fascinating trip up the Brockville Narrows 
and into the beautiful Thousand Islands.  
Enjoy the vistas of water, trees, rock, as well 
as numerous palatial residences.  We will 
pass under the Canadian span of the bridge, 
loop past Gananoque before heading into the 
main Seaway channel. There will be ample 
opportunity for ship-watching with the 

annual fall grain rush being in full swing.  
Passing underneath the American span of the 
bridge, we will pass Alexandria Bay as we 
make our way back towards Brockville. A 
delicious hot and cold lunch consisting of 
soup, sandwiches, salad, dessert, tea and 
coffee will be served on board! Departure 
time from Brockville is 10 a.m., returning to 
Brockville approximately 4:00 p.m. Only $90 
for museum members and $95 for non-
members. 
 

Seaway Ship Enthusiasts will meet 
Thursday, September 19, 7 p.m. in the 
classroom of the Brockville Museum.  This 
evening’s program will be announced closer 
to the date.  Anyone interested in ships and 
the Seaway is welcome to join us for a 
modest entry fee of $3.50. 
 

Brockville Museum Annual Silent Auction 
to be held on Friday, October 4, 10 am – 9 pm 
& Saturday, October 5, 10 am – 2 pm.  Thanks 
to everyone’s generous support this annual 
fundraiser continues to be one of our most 
anticipated (and one of our most successful) 
events of the year.  Each year we are able to 
count on your support, both for the donation 
of items to the auction as well as your 
generous bids at the auction itself. For those 
wishing to donate any antiques, collectibles, 
or memorabilia that you may wish to part 
with, please bring them down to the museum 
no later than Friday, September 21. For those 
attending the auction, viewing and bidding 
will be open all day Friday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
and on Saturday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
 

A Gala Film Night at the Arts Centre will be 
held November 2, and will feature rare 
vintage clips of Brockville’s people, places 
and events from the 1920s to the 1980s. 
Tickets and details to be released shortly! 
 
 

For more information about any of these special 
events please email us at museum@brockville.com 

or call us at 613 342 4397 and to see what’s 
coming up, visit www.brockvillemuseum.com 


